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Keeping Connected - The CPCScotland Weekly Bulletin 

Issue 1 - Tuesday 31st March 2020  

Issued to support CPCs and partners during the COVID 19 Public Health 

Emergency. 

We are living in strange and demanding times which no doubt will become 

increasingly challenging.  Many thanks to all of our members who have been 

sharing examples of practice and resources developed in response to the 

pandemic which we know many are finding useful.  To ensure that we share 

important and useful information with you without clogging up your in boxes 

have decided to publish a weekly bulletin which includes a summary of new 

information received. 

I would ask all members not to hesitate to share examples of resources or good 

practice they think may be of interest with CPCScotland so that your information 

and innovation can continue to support us all at this difficult time. Please send to 

cpcscotland-liaison@strath.ac.uk. 

Keep safe 

Alan Small; Chair Child Protection Committees Scotland 

 

1 CORONAVIRUS (COVID-19) SUPPLEMENTARY NATIONAL CHILD 

PROTECTION GUIDANCE  

On 31st March Scottish Government published Coronavirus (covid-19) 

Supplementary National Child Protection Guidance. This guidance is circulated to 

CPC Chairs and Lead Officers and is published on the Scottish Government 

website (see link below).  The Guidance will be kept under review and updated 

as necessary as the pandemic develops in discussion with stakeholders. Scottish 

Government would welcome continued dialogue to help identify where additional 

actions or support may be needed. Please get in touch by email at 

Child_Protection@gov.scot 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-supplementary-

national-child-protection-guidance 

 

2 CPCScotland Eyes and Ears Open Campaign 

CPCScotland continues to tweet messages supporting the Eyes and Ears Open 

2020 campaign.  A number of CPCs and partners have adapted the campaign 

materials for use locally.  Please like and retweet the @CPCScotland tweets, and 

where possible use the hashtag #KeepKidsSafeC19. If you missed the e-mail 

with the draft local press release and social media contact get in touch with 

cpcscotland-liaison@strath.ac.uk  and we will resend it to you.    
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3 Children’s Hearings & Contact Arrangements 

The Scottish Children's Reporter Administration (SCRA) and Children’s Hearings 

Scotland published a joint statement on 27th March.  This includes an 

explanation of how their duties will be undertaken during the current restrictions 

as a result of the coronavirus outbreak and information.  It also includes 

information on contact arrangements including notice that the existing protocol 

on implementation of contact directions between local authorities and the 

children’s hearings system is currently suspended:  

https://www.chip-partnership.co.uk/2020/03/27/coronavirus-joint-statement/  

 

4 Glasgow Public Protection Bulletin – Edition 2 (attached) 

Glasgow CPC and APC have published a second bulletin with a range of links to 

useful information.  Permission has been given for other CPCs to adapt and use 

if they wish. 

 

5 ‘Protecting Children’ Microsite Updated  

The Protecting Children microsite, hosted on the CELCIS website, has been 

updated with a statement about protecting children during COVID – 19.  The 

main CELCIS website is also regularly publishing news articles on the impact of 

the crisis on vulnerable children and young people.  

https://www.celcis.org/knowledge-bank/protecting-children/  

 

6 Impact of COVID-19 Pandemic on Violence against Women and 

Girls 

On 16th March 2020 The Violence Against Women and Girls Helpdesk published a 

research report considering the evidence on how the coronavirus (COVID-19) 

pandemic might impact on violence against women and girls drawing on 

emerging global evidence from the current outbreak in corona virus, as well as 

other similar epidemics.  http://www.sddirect.org.uk/our-work/vawg-helpdesk/ 

 

7 In the media 

➢ The Poverty Alliance has published a statement online in response to the 

Corona Virus highlighting the calls they are making on Government to 

respond to the crisis https://www.povertyalliance.org/coronavirus-and-

poverty-poverty-alliance-response/ 

➢ On 20th March The Independent published an opinion piece by Anna 

Edmundson, head of policy and public affairs at NSPCC highlighting that 

for many children, home is far more dangerous than school right now and 

stressing the role of we all share to protect them: 

https://www.independent.co.uk/voices/coronavirus-latest-schools-close-

key-workers-boris-johnson-a9413671.html  
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➢ On 25th March The Guardian published a piece by Louise Tickle on the 

plight of care leavers and other vulnerable children during the coronavirus 

pandemic and concerns that with school closures and cuts to children’s 

centres and youth services, they are at risk of ‘becoming invisible to 

professionals’: 

https://www.theguardian.com/society/2020/mar/25/coronavirus-puts-

vulnerable-uk-children-greater-risk-campaigners-warn    

➢ On 27th March the BBC’s Newsnight programme broadcast an update on 

the struggles of children in care, and particularly those in unregulated 

accommodation, during the coronavirus outbreak: 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m000gpbn/newsnight-27032020 

[You can view this on BBC iPlayer from approximately 16.5 minutes and it 

is available for 30 days from the date of broadcast]     

 

8 Other News 

 

The Children's Social Work Statistics Scotland, 2018-2019 were published 

on the 31st March by Scottish Government.  They provide the latest data on 

children and young people looked after, on the child protection register and in 

secure care in Scotland: https://www.gov.scot/publications/childrens-social-

work-statistics-scotland-2018-2019/ 

 

The Scottish Parliament passed the Female Genital Mutilation (Protection 

and Guidance) (Scotland) Bill on 19 March 2020 -  the new legislation will 

allow anyone to apply for a Protection Order if they have concerns that someone 

(including themselves) is at risk of or under pressure to undergo FGM: 

https://www.gov.scot/news/new-law-to-prevent-female-genital-mutilation-1/  

 

 

 

Please feel free to let us know what you think about the bulletin and provide 

information for inclusion in future editions.  Please contact Alan Small or Susan 

Mitchell at cpcscotland-liaison@strath.ac.uk   
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