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Keeping Connected - The CPCScotland Weekly Bulletin 

Issue 6 - Tuesday 5th May 2020  

Issued to support CPCs and partners during the COVID 19 Public Health 

Emergency. 

I am delighted with the positive feedback we have received on our new website 

and Facebook page.  We would be very grateful if you could promote the website 

where appropriate in public facing communications including any new campaign 

posts promoting eyes and ears open messages https://www.childprotection.scot   

 

As suggested in last week’s bulletin we will hold a shorter, virtual meeting of 

CPCScotland on 17th June.  Our intention is to use MS Teams for this meeting 

(with a phone-in option provided) as this seems to be the most widely accessible 

platform.  I hope as many members as possible will be able to join us.   

 

As always please continue to share any examples of resources or innovative 

practice that you think may be of interest to CPCScotland members. 

cpcscotland-liaison@strath.ac.uk  

 

Keep safe  

 

Alan Small; Chair Child Protection Committees Scotland 

 

1 Scottish data intelligence on impact of COVID-19 on vulnerable 
children  

 
Weekly data reports are now being produced by Scottish Government and 

SOLACE on a suite of indicators regarding vulnerable children.  Data is provided 
by all Local Authorities and by Police Scotland with the first 2 reports having 
been shared with Chief Officers.  Any CPC Chairs who have not received a copy 

of these reports are encouraged to request them from their Chief Officers.  
 

 
2 Coronavirus Practice Guide for Panel Members 
 

Children’s Hearings Scotland has produced a new practice guide to support 
Children’s Panel members to conduct online hearings under the new emergency 

legislation:  
http://www.chscotland.gov.uk/our-publications/practice/2020/04/coronavirus-
practice-guide/ 
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3 Cyber Resilience Notice – COVID-19 
 

As a result of the significant rise in COVID-19 related scams the Scottish 
Government Cyber Resilience Unit is sharing important information in regular 

updates. The current update is attached and can be circulated through your 
networks and adapted where you see fit.  It gives examples of COVID-19 scam 
emails that have been observed in Scotland and steps you can take to spot 

them. 
 

4 NSPCC Campaign  

NSPCC launched a new UK wide TV and advertising campaign on 4th May.  The 
campaign promotes its free and confidential helpline for adults with concerns 

about child abuse or neglect.  Alan Small and Iona Colvin (Scotland’s Chief 
Social Work Adviser) provided quotes that formed part of the NSPCC Scotland 

press release.  The press release issued in Scotland highlighted that other 
reporting mechanisms are also available to those who have a concern about a 
child at risk.    

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lSGeLoVY9AM&feature=youtu.be 
 

5 COVID-19: Children’s Participation in shaping responses  
 
This rapid evidence report contains findings from a survey conducted (in April 

2020) with 95 professionals, contacted through children’s participation and 
rights networks in 20 countries. 

https://www.eurochild.org/fileadmin/public/04_News/Eurochild/Child_Participati
on_in_COVID-19_Respone_Rapid_Paper.pdf 

 
 
6 Coronavirus (COVID-19): nursing and community health staff 

guidance  

Scottish Government has updated guidance for Nursing and Allied Health 

Professional (AHP) Community Staff. The new guidance includes a short section 

on community children's nursing.  

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-nursing-and-

community-health-staff-

guidance/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery  

7 Coronavirus (COVID-19): prioritisation matrix for key workers to 

be tested 

Scottish Government has published guidance on who can access the expanded 
testing programme in Scotland. 
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-access-to-testing/  

 
 

 
  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lSGeLoVY9AM&feature=youtu.be
https://www.eurochild.org/fileadmin/public/04_News/Eurochild/Child_Participation_in_COVID-19_Respone_Rapid_Paper.pdf
https://www.eurochild.org/fileadmin/public/04_News/Eurochild/Child_Participation_in_COVID-19_Respone_Rapid_Paper.pdf
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-nursing-and-community-health-staff-guidance/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-nursing-and-community-health-staff-guidance/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-nursing-and-community-health-staff-guidance/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-access-to-testing/


3 
 

8 For Children and Families 
 

 Healthcare for refugees and asylum seekers  
NHS Inform has published guidance to make it clear that everyone, no matter 

their immigration status, has free access to COVID-19 treatment. 
https://www.nhsinform.scot/care-support-and-rights/health-
rights/access/healthcare-for-refugees-and-asylum-seekers  

 
 Advice for Refugees and Asylum Seekers during COVID-19 

The Scottish Refugee Council have updated the health and support section of 
their website, with information about food, helplines and using technology in 
various languages. 

https://www.scottishrefugeecouncil.org.uk/covid-19/  
 

 Child contact and coronavirus: answers to common questions 
The Scottish Women’s Rights Centre have published information and answers to 
frequently asked questions around child contact between parents. 

https://www.scottishwomensrightscentre.org.uk/news/covid-19coronavirus-
info/child-contact-during-coronaviruscovid-19/  
 

9 Public Protection Bulletin - Glasgow 
Issue 7 of Glasgow’s Public Protection Bulletin with national and local information 
relevant to the current situation is now available for use by other CPCs who wish 

to adapt for their area.  Please contact cpcscotland-liaison@strath.ac.uk if you 
would like a copy. 
 

10 In the News 

 Interview with Children and Young People’s Commissioner for 

Scotland  

The Children and Young People’s Commissioner for Scotland Bruce Adamson was 

interviewed on BBC Radio Scotland’s Good Morning Scotland programme on 29th 

April about the impact of the coronavirus lockdown on vulnerable children – 

listen from about 12 minutes in.  https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/play/m000hn9y  

 Digital exclusion makes lockdown even tougher 

On 1st May The Scotsman published a piece by Children 1st CEO Mary Glasgow 

and Aberlour CEO Sally Ann Kelly on the ways in which digital exclusion is 

affecting low income families in terms of staying connected with loved ones and 

continuing children’s schooling: 

https://www.scotsman.com/news/opinion/columnists/digital-exclusion-makes-

lockdown-even-tougher-mary-glasgow-sally-ann-kelly-2592940  

 Coronavirus: Virtual hearings for Children's Panels 

Urgent Children’s Panel hearings have started online as of 4th May so that 

measures to protect children don’t lapse, while ‘non-essential’ hearings are being 

rescheduled for after the lockdown ends: https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-

scotland-52521728  
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11 Adult protection 

 Coronavirus (COVID-19): adult support and protection guidance 
On 30th April the Scottish Government published supplementary ASP guidance.  

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-adult-support-and-

protection-guidance/  

More information on adult protection during COVID-19 can be found on the 
National APC Co-ordinator’s website: https://napc.scot/ 
 

12 Other news and updates 

 
 Code of practice for the review of Initial and Significant Case 

Reviews of children and young people in Scotland 

The Care Inspectorate have published their revised and updated code of practice 
which now includes the recommendation from CPIP that the Care Inspectorate 

will be central collation point for all Initial Case Reviews (ICRs) carried out by 
CPCs.  This is to better understand the rationale for proceeding or not 
proceeding to an SCR and identifying themes, aspects of good practice and 

learning opportunities arising from ICRs to share nationally.   
https://www.careinspectorate.com/images/documents/3412/SCR_ICRCodeofPra

cticev1.0.pdf 
The code of practice should be read in conjunction with the statement re 
notifications during COVID-19 previously circulated. 

https://www.careinspectorate.com/index.php/joint-inspections 
 

 Realising children’s rights to justice and care 

A blog post by Children 1st’s Bairnshoose Policy and Practice Lead, Anne O’Reilly 
has been published on the CELCIS website.   
https://www.celcis.org/knowledge-bank/search-bank/blog/2020/04/realising-

childrens-rights-justice-and-care/   

 

 
 

 
Please feel free to let us know what you think about the bulletin and provide 
information for inclusion in future editions.  Please contact Alan Small or Susan 

Mitchell at cpcscotland-liaison@strath.ac.uk   
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